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EXECUTI VE ORDERS

State of North Carolina

ROY COOPER
GOVERNOR

MARCH 10, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 116

DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY TO COORDINATE RESPONSE
AND PROTECTIVE ACTIONS TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19

WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death by
the SARS-CoW-2 virus, which is a new strain of coronavirus previously unidentified in humans and
which can spread from person to person; and

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a Public Health Emergency
of International Concern on January 30, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (*CDC™) has warned of the high
public health threat posed by COVID-19 globally and in the United States and has deemed it necessary
to prohibit or restrict travel to areas designated by the CDC: and

WHEREAS. on January 31. 2020, the United States Department of Health and Human
Services Secretary declared a public health emergency in the United States for COVID-19 under
Section 319 of the Public Health Service Act; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services ("NCDHHS™)
confirmed multiple cases of COVID-19 in North Carolina as of March 10. 2020; and

WHEREAS, NCDHHS has organized a Public Health Incident Management Team to manage
the public health impacts of COVID-19 in this state; and

WHEREAS, health insurance companies have begun to waive the costs for COVID-19 testing
and are encouraged to continue to ensure ease of access to health care for diagnostics and treatment
without regard to the issue of cost or a patient’s ability to pay: and

WHEREAS, first responders and health care professionals remain integral to ensuring the state
is best situated to respond to and mitigate the threat posed by COVID-19 and such first responders and
health care professionals should have the availability of all necessary personal protective equipment
and continue to follow all necessary response protocols: and

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 166A-19.10 and 166A-19.20 authorize the undersigned to
declare a state of emergency and exercise the powers and duties set forth therein to direct and aid in
response to, recovery from, and mitigation against emergencies: and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(b)(3). the undersigned, with the
concurrence of the Council of State, may regulate and control the flow of vehicular traffic and the
congregation of persons in public places or buildings; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(b)}(4), the undersigned. with the
concurrence of the Council of State, may waive a provision of any regulation or ordinance of a state
agency which restricts the immediate relief of human suffering: and
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EXECUTI VE ORDERS

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(b)(5), the undersigned, with the
concurrence of the Council of State, may perform and exercise other such functions, powers and duties
as are necessary to promote and secure the safety and protection of the civilian population; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.10(b)(7), the undersigned has authority to
requisition state property and state resources to utilize state services, equipment, supplies and facilities
in response to a state of emergency; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.70, the undersigned may declare that the
health, safety, or economic well-being of persons or property requires that the maximum hours of
service for drivers prescribed by N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-381 and similar rules should be waived for
essentials, as defined in N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.70(f)(3), for assisting in the restoration of utility
services; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.70(g), upon the reccommendation of the
North Carolina Commissioner of Agriculture and the existence of an imminent threat of severe
economic loss of livestock, poultry or crops ready to be harvested, the Governor shall direct the
North Carolina Department of Public Safety (“DPS”) to temporarily suspend weighing vehicles used
to transport livestock, poultry or crops to include timber ready to be harvested; and

WHEREAS, 49 C.F.R. § 390.23 allows the governor of a state to suspend the rules and
regulations under 49 C.F.R. §§ 390-399 for up to thirty (30) days if the governor determines that an
emergency condition exists; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned, in consultation with the Secretary of NCDHHS, has determined
it is necessary and appropriate to act to ensure that COVID-19 remains controlled and that residents
and visitors in North Carolina remain safe and secure; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned has sought and obtained concurrence from the Council of State
consistent with the Governor’s emergency powers authority in N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30.

NOW, THEREFORE, by the authority vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and the
laws of the State of North Carolina, IT IS ORDERED:

Section 1. State of Emergency

I hereby declare a State of Emergency, as defined in N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 166A-19.3(6) and
166A-19.3(19) for the State of North Carolina based on the public health emergency posed by
COVID-19.

The emergency area, as defined in N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 166A-19.3(7) and 166A-19.20(b) is the
State of North Carolina (the “Emergency Area™).

Section 2. Application

All state and local government entities and agencies are ordered to cooperate in the
implementation of the provisions of this declaration and the provisions of the North Carolina
Emergency Operations Plan (the “Plan™). '

Section 3. Delegation of Authority

1 delegate to Erik A. Hooks, the Secretary of the North Carolina Department of Public Safety
(“DPS”), or his designee, the power and authority granted to and required of me by Article 1A of
Chapter 166A of the North Carolina General Statutes for the purpose of implementing the Plan and
deploying the State Emergency Response Team to take the appropriate actions necessary to promote
and secure the safety and protection of the populace in North Carolina.

Secretary Hooks, or his designee, shall implement the Plan in coordination with the Secretary

of the Department of Health and Human Services, Dr. Mandy Cohen, and the State Health Director,
Dr. Elizabeth Tilson.

Section 4. Exercise of Powers

Further, Secretary Hooks, as Chief Coordinating Officer for the State of North Carolina, shall
exercise the powers prescribed in N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 143B-602 and 166A-19.11.
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